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thus removing all dangers to an impending negotiation, the English Foreign Secretary of the day was acting not only according to the illustrious British precedent of ages, but in strict consistency with what, at that very moment, was being done by ail the European Powers concerned. Lord Beaconsfield had not studied Henry St John, Viscount Bolingbroke, for nothing. The clandestine compact with the Czar exactly reproduced the secret understanding with France, signed and sealed by Bolingbroke, before the Utrecht conferences. Meanwhile, in 1878, our diplomacy only followed the Continental suite. If Lord Salisbury was called to account for his behind-the-scenes deal with Russia, the Italian prime minister, Count Cord, had in exactly the same way to defend himself for having sold Italian interest in Tunis to France. The Franco-Italian-Tunisian incident illustrates, it may be said in passing, the continuity under different parties of our external relations. Lord Salisbury himself rather reluctantly stomached the arrangement. The French and English official accounts since published show it to have been even less acceptable to Salisbury's successors. Gladstone and Granviile, however, while deploring and even condemning* it, made no attempt to reverse the policy. Of the other mutual obligations by which, before going to Berlin, the Powers bound themselves hand and foot, the most famous secured for Austria, Bosnia and Herzegovina, as a counterpoise to Panslavism. With regard to our own acquisition of the isle of Venus, entirely untrustworthy as their lordships were assured such a rumour to be, it was a stroke of commercial far more than military diplomacy. The first which many people knew of